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A free press is essential for a free society. Much of the press and radio and most news weeklies, however, cater to the material and sensational, yielding to the many pressures that play upon 
narrow provincialism and our national prejudices. Thus political fanaticism and self-defeating military extremism threaten to displace sound democratic practice and a rational defense system. For 
those who would maintain their dedication to Christian citizenship and to truth, Between The Lines presents selected reports, analyses and forecasts drawn from the most authoritative sources, which 
provide a greater insight into the crucial issues of our day. This effort is dedicated to the belief that only through the Judaic-Christian concepts of truth can we avoid the violent changes inherent 
in war and in communism and thus move forward out of the tribalism of man towards the brotherhood of the Kingdom of God. Anything less will be dangerously inadequate in the nuclear age. 





“What Can I Do?” 


As you witness the community 
needs around you, do you some- 
times say, “Of course I should do 
more, but I just don’t have the time 
and talent for that sort of thing. 
Besides, others who are more quali- 
fied should step in.” 


A college boy from a Christian 
home in New York City saw the 
boys of his neighborhood become 
involved in serious crimes, yet no 
one was doing anything about these 
bovs — except the police who were 
arresting them and the courts which 
were putting them in jail or sending 
them to reform schools. Dan Pol- 
ing, the college student, son and 
grandson of distinguished clergy- 
men, could have said “Certainly I 
am not the one to do this job.” For 
Dan is a spastic and every move- 
ment he makes, every word he ut- 
ters requires a terrible effort. 


But the neighborhood needed a 
boy’s club, and Dan decided to or- 
ganize one. He got advice from the 
police lieutenant, from the local 
YWCA director; then, working only 
after school hours, he went out on 
his own and raised $2,000 from 
merchants, a local banker, the 
Chamber of Commerce. But he 
found that landlords were not en- 
thusiastic about renting to a boy’s 
club, for a local boy had only re- 
cently been stabbed in a gang fight. 
But Dan finally rented an empty 
store which college friends helped 
paint and fix up, and they put in 
second-hand bridge tables, an old 
radio, an out-of-date TV set. The 
club insignia, clasped hands, is 
painted on the store front window. 
The members who come to the club 
after school include some of the 
same boys who were involved in 
the stabbing. Now they play check- 
ers and chess; they have several 
“shop” projects going; they have 
sponsored local dances and during 
the holidays they put up the com- 
munity Christmas tree. The prob- 
lem now is to find more space so 
they can have room for athletic 
equipment, books, hi-fi kits for as- 
sembling, along with materials for 
doing better craft work. 


Red Propaganda? 


When World War II ended and 
the U. S. forces occupied Germany, 
official Washington expressed its 
firm intention to break up the huge 
German industrial combines that 
had served Hitler and had also 
backed the German armies in World 
War I. Likewise in Japan Ameri- 
can Officials set out to “democra- 
lize” the mighty Zaibatsu — the gi- 
gantic industrial combines that had 
furnished the bone and sinew for 
the Japanese war machine. 

Between 1945 and 1950 the 
Krupp industries of Germany were 
broken up, and the Zaibatsu of 
Japan, consisting chiefly of the Mit- 
sui, Mitsubishi and Sumitomo com- 
bines, were forced to break up their 
cartels in the coal, mining, steel, 
shipping and ship-building indus- 
tries into separate competitors. 

Yet between 1950 and 1958 the 
Krupp family regained most of its 
property through behind-the-scenes 
manipulations. Then it was recent- 
ly announced in Tokyo that the 
great Zaibatsu combine, including 
the Big Three, had regained domi- 
nance, each with 30 major concerns 
plus 200 or more subsidiaries, all 
affiliated together as before! 

Although it is admitted that the 
excessive concentration of such re- 
sources could easily be again geared 
to aggression, U. S. officials have 
favored the re-forming of these 
combines in Germany and Japan in 
order to strengthen their respective 
economies so that they can resist 
communistic penetration. “We 
hacked them apart at the end of 
World War II to make peace se- 
cure, and now we stick them back 
together again to back our military 
policy,” writes an American com- 
mercial attache in Japan. 

“The restoration of the Krupp 
empire in Germany and the Zaibat- 
su of Japan confirms a great amount 
of Communist propaganda which 
charges that the UV. S. intends to re- 
store German and Japanese militar- 
ism,” comments a European editor. 
“Do we have to accept the threat of 
these revived military tyrannies as 
alternatives to communism? Appar- 
ently, that’s the American policy.” 


UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR writes, “After various projects and 
A conferences brought me in association with Soviet scientists and 
others around the Iron Curtain, I have become convinced that the general 
emphasis in Between The Lines is correct, that the eventual outcome of 
the cold war . . . . depends on the kind of a society each system creates. 


Can a free societv, without the discipline necessary to curb selfishness and 
corruption. stand up against a society that is disciplined and surging with 
fresh energies, even though its discipline is imposed by tyranny?” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


CONOMIC TRENDS AHEAD — PROFITS VS. WAGES: Auto 
production and sales — by which business still gauges its health 
— is now predictable for 1959, say the market experts — with an ex- 
pectation for about 5.6 million cars. The hope had been for a 6.7 million 
year which would have rounded out recovery from the recession. (In 1955. 
7.2 million cars were sold and last year 4.3 million, auto manufacturers 
conceding that they used many pressure methods in °55.) A 5.6 million cor 
year is not enough to take unemployment out of the worry column, for 
there are thousands in the auto industry and its subsidiaries who have rct 
got their jobs back. 

TWO FACTORS INCREASE UNEMPLOYMENT WORRY — 
the population growth which pours about 700,000 into the labor 
market each year, and the steady increase in automation. Business publi- 
cations are now pushing the theme that four million unemployed should 
be accepted as healthy and normal. But labor leaders contest this view 
and point to the many who have only found temporary or part-time em- 
ployment and are still hoping to return to their former jobs for which they 
were trained. But automation has taken many of their jobs forever. 

THIS CONFLICT BREWING between labor and management is 
on such a scale as to create the chief cause for uneasiness about the months 
ahead. President Eisenhower’s economic analysis in his budget message 
before Congress heightened labor-management tensions because he called 
for strong measures to stop inflation by holding wages down — with no 
reference to the need for curbing profits. His speech was obviously dic- 
tated by top business leaders, the only ones who can get the President’s ear 
these days. While the President mentioned holding prices down, he ig- 
nored the single-minded drive for ever higher profits that has characterized 
the behavior of big steel, big autos, the oil and chemical industries, irre- 
spective of the effects such action has had on the consumer, the workers’ 
living costs and business in general. Even during the decline in production 
in 1957-8, this drive for profits was continued unabated, as revealed by the 
Senate Committee investigations last spring. The press has largely remained 
silent on this subject while playing up the headlines about racketeering in 
the unions. The picture of our economic life, however, is distorted when 
information about profit racketeering is suppressed. The various forms of 
legal robbery leave a family just as hungry as armed robbery. 

THE SENATE COMMITTEE on anti-trust and monopoly prob- 
lems, headed by Sen. Kefauver, brought out several facts that are of much 
importance at this moment: As production decreased in ’57-8, the big steel 
and auto corporations, along with oil and chemicals, sought to keep their 
profit levels high by increasing prices and profit margins per unit — i.e., per 
ton of steel, per car, etc. When big steel argued with the committee that 
the steel companies had raised prices only because profits were shrinking, 
the committee forced the admission that profits were down only because the 
total production volume was down and that steel profits per ton (the only way 


profits can be realistically measured) had more than doubled in seven years. 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








X-Ray and Forecast 


(The actual steel profits as shown by the Kefauver committee findings: In 1952, the profit was 
$6.80 per ton shipped; by 1957, it was $17.91. A documented resume of the steel cost and profit 
record will be found in an article by Sen. Kefauver, titled The Manipulated Price Rise, in The 
Nation, June 28, ‘58.) 

The committee also found that General Motors, after making 24 
per cent profit on investment in 1957, had raised prices on their cars to 
keep profits up, even though sales were dwindling. Other car manyfactur- 
ers were forced into line. All this is in complete defiance of the principle of 
the free market in capitalism wherein prices are traditionally lowered when 
there are surpluses, to stimulate consumption. When there is a scarcity of 
goods, prices are increased in a free market to stimulate production. In 
this way, the free market balances itself naturally. If amy segment of our 
society, be it labor, business or politics, seeks to control this process, our 
economy soon loses its freedom. Therefore this dictated or “administered” 
pricing by the giant producers is as damaging to the consumer, to small 
business and to our economy as anything the Communists might do. Much 
of the testimony before the Senate committee was from representatives of 
small businesses who were being hurt. As we have previously reported, 
this is the hottest issue in the American economic scene at the moment al- 
though all mention of it is kept hush-hush in the press. But the subject is 
being thoroughly debated in all economic circles. 


(continued) 


Sen. Kefauver, whose committee is now resuming its inquiries, summed up the hear- 
ings last year thus, “The crux of the high price problem and the inflationary trends is in the 
growing domination of a few big firms who have become a law unto themselves, playing 
follow-the-leader in setting prices in complete disregard of the consumer and the free market. 
We found in our investigations that prices were raised even when production was low.” 


THE MOST CRITICAL POINT TO WATCH now is whether 
price trends go downward this spring in steel products, autos, oil, gasoline, 
textiles, etc. If so, this will be good news — indicating that enough vitality 
still resides in the free market to react against these artificial pressures. If 
prices go down, higher wage demands and price inflation trends will be 
tempered. If prices keep rising, the inflation, the wage-price conflict, the 
entire crisis, will deepen. 


ECONOMIC TRENDS AHEAD: PROSPERITY VS. ILL WILL 


ITH labor being blamed for the inflation while the part played by 

large industry is ignored, with labor racketeering getting the head- 
lines, while the same scourges of dishonesty plaguing business are played 
down, with automation threatening an ever increasing number of jobs, 
labor leaders are in an angry and rather desperate mood. And the only way 
a labor leader can strike out in defense of the workers’ position is to ask 
more for labor’s share which would certainly be inflationary at this time. 
Yet, business leaders feel they are now in a strong position to oppose all 
wage increases because of the inflation. Thoughtful labor-management lead- 
ers are worried about this hardening of attitudes. A personnel director of a 
large corporation wrote this Newsletter, “The mood is the ugliest I’ve 
known. This should be a good year, but the margins are too narrow for 
vindictiveness. On both sides, they are tougher and taking more unrealistic 
attitudes. We are losing our points of communication. Neither side be- 
lieves in the other any more. We in personnel are caught in between.” 

A SUMMARY OF LABOR-MANAGEMENT TENSIONS by an 
eminent industrial relations expert draws the issues thus: On the worker- 
labor leaders’ side and unemployment has frightened 
many who didn't lose their jobs, as well as those who suffered directly. 
(2.) The steady increase in electronic labor-saving machinery feeds these 
fears. (3.) The vigorous attacks on labor in the last political campaign has 
brought a strong reaction and restored a lot of union loyalties that had been 
dwindling. (4.) Some 70 million American workers are under constant 
pressure to buy new cars, new TVs, new household appliances. These stim- 
ulated appetites in turn lead the worker to overbuy, then the rank and file 
feel they are no longer paid a “living wage.” “How is industry going to sell 
the stuff if we don’t buy?” — this is a question nobody answers. 

Management in turn feels a sense of frustration, for business lead- 
ers thought that a Republican Administration would get rid of “the wel- 
fare state,” curb union power, lower taxes. This frustration is expressed in 
the angry literature put out by the National Ass’n of Manufacturers and 
the Chambers of Commerce, much of it rather immature and warped, but 
it poisons the attitude of thousands of businessmen who copy “the big 
boys.” As a result, a corporation’s heads, instead of approaching the re- 
negotiation of a labor contract in a let’s-sit-down-and-talk-it-over mood, 
now offer a take-it-or-leave-it proposition. The result, an angry impasse. 

THE STEEL INDUSTRY, in June, renegotiates its work contracts 
with 1,250,000 steel workers. The steel union leaders are drawing up a 
weighty set of demands: a 10 per cent wage boost and, with automation 
now beginning seriously to affect hiring in the steel mills, a plan to spread 
the work by shortening the 40-hour work week. Steel is considered a pace- 
setter. Also to be renegotiated, next autumn, are the contracts of more than 

(continued third col., NEXT page) 
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Good Business, Good Diplomacy 


Free enterprise, motivated by 
goodwill and Christian ethical 
standards, reveals unlimited poten- 
tialities for achievement. Political 
and diplomatic activity, plagued by 
narrow nationalism, partisanism and 
self-seeking on the part of indi- 
viduals, often fails to secure agree- 
ments and progress. When business- 
men begin to direct the use and 
power of wealth in terms of hu- 
man service, miracles of unity and 
progress begin to occur —even on 
a world scale. 

A convincing demonstration that 
international cooperation can be 
made to work at the highest levels 
is found in the 1958 record of the 
World Bank. During last year, the 
Bank made the largest number of 
loans in its history with a total sum 
that also breaks all records — $770 
million. The 30 loans made in 1958 
to 17 countries brought the total of 
the World Bank credit for recon- 
struction and development to more 
than $4% billion. Half of this 
year’s total went to Asia. The 
Bank’s membership increased to 68 
countries within the year with the 
joining of five new members — 
Spain, Malaya, Tunisia, Morocco 
and Libya. Their contributions 
brought the subscribed capital to 
more than $9% billion. Three new 
countries were among the ’58 bor- 
rowers — Nigeria, Malaya and Su- 
dan. About half the year’s World 
Bank lending was for power devel- 
opment, often including extensive 
irrigation projects, and for transpor- 
tation, railroads and highways. 

Moreover, the World Bank is a 
profitable operation. The borrowing 
nations pay their debts, with inter- 
est, and on time! The defaults have 
been nearly zero. Eugene R. Black, 
President of the WB, has become 
more and more of an international 
Mr. “fix-it.” Many of the loans have 
much to do with diplomacy as well 
as finance. It was the WB leaders 
who finally settled the compensa- 
tion of the former Suez Canal op- 


erating company in the quarrel be- 
tween Nasser of Egypt and the old 
Suez Company. WB officials are 
currently conducting complicated 
negotiations between India and Pak- 
istan over the Indus River waters. 

INTER - AMERICAN BANK: 
Because of the success of the World 
Bank, much interest is being 
aroused by the present negotiations 
among the 21 nations of this hemi- 
sphere for the creation of an Inter- 
American Bank along the lines of 
the World Bank, to supplement and 
increase such services as the WB 
has offered to Latin America. A 
capitalization of $750 million is 
proposed for the paid-in capital by 
the member nations. The U. S. has 
assured a willingness to provide 
$200 million of this capital. The 
Inter- American Bank has_ been 
talked about since 1889. Many 
world leaders are urging a closer 
cooperation between these World 
Bank organizations and the official 
work of the United Nations since 
world law and order are essential to 
successful world banking and trade. 

COLOMBO PLAN: Another ex- 
ample of effective world coopera- 
tion is the Colombo Plan which was 
organized in 1950 and includes the 
18 nations of Southeast Asia. In a 
192-page annual report, the Colom- 
bo Plan estimates that over $5 bil- 
lion has been provided in aid to 
member nations. The cooperative 
programs to raise living standards 
among the member countries re- 
sulted from a conference of Com- 
monwealth Foreign Ministers at 
Colombo, Ceylon, in 1950. A year 
later the U. S. became a full mem- 
ber of the Plan and has since con- 
tributed nearly $4 billion during the 
past nine years to the Plan’s opera- 
tion, with the other member na- 
tions, most of them poor and with 
few resources, contributing the re- 
maining billion or more and ex- 
changing technical skills and assist- 
ance wherever any were qualified. 








Reformations Awaited in 


One of the first official acts of 
N. Y.’s new Governor, Nelson 
Rockefeller, was the announcement 
of a new state order that no one 
connected with the State govern- 
ment would be permitted to accept 
gifts of any kind from the public — 
not even at Christmas! All gifts of 
value must be returned to the givers 
with the explanation of the new 
regulation — except when the gifts 
are perishable or usable examples of 
N. Y. State industry —in which 
case, the gift (food, fruits, etc.) will 
be sent to a State institution to be 
used, and a note of thanks and ex- 
planation sent to the giver, with the 
name of the institution to which the 
gift has been sent. 


Much graft and corruption in 
most state political organizations 
stem from the custom of gift-giving 
to officials by those seeking favors 
or assistance in influencing the de- 
cisions of other officials. 


On the national level, the U. S. 
Justice Dept. has recommended that 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission automatically reject all pe- 
titions by those who, in any way, 
seek to influence the judgment of 
that body. The FCC, among other 
responsibilities, grants TV and ra- 
dio channels and enforces the Fed- 
eral regulations over practices and 
policies in the radio-TV_ business. 
Several scandals last year involved 
gifts and bribes used to secure spe- 
cial favors from the FCC in grant- 
ing radio channels. Leading appli- 
cants for TV channels in Miami, 
Fla., and elsewhere were disquali- 
fied for using improper influence. 
Att'y Gen. W. P. Rogers made it 
clear that the Justice Dept.’s object 
is to establish the firm and simple 
rule, that any applicant who tries to 
approach any agency or official out- 
side of formal proceedings, will au- 
tomatically lose his case. This could 
mean a new day in public morality 
—one that is long overdue. 

BUSINESS ETHICS: The press 
runs expansive headlines about 
racketeering and corruption among 
labor leaders but minimizes corrup- 
tion and dishonesty in business. One 
of America’s most eminent Jewish 
scholars, Dr. Lewis Finkelstein, 
head of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary of America, writing in 
Fortune Magazine, recently chal- 
lenged the position of business in its 
“holier than thou” attitudes towards 
corruption in the labor unions. “The 
most casual observer is aware of the 
transgressions that go on daily in 
the American business community. 
He hears businessmen boast of tax 
returns that are outright perjury; he 
hears men brag of their ‘take’ from 
suppliers. or of their own payments 
for special favors. One young busi- 
ness executive told me, ‘It is im- 
possible to conduct a business in the 


Politics, in Management 


U. S. today without breaking the 
law.’ ” 

Estimates of embezzlements with- 
in business organizations run up- 
wards from one to three billion dol- 
lars annually — which dwarf the 
worst examples of corruption in the 
labor unions. In a study of a thou- 
sand embezzlements, it was found 
that 270 of the crooks were top 
company Officials or supervisors. 
Kenneth Barnard of the Better 
Business Bureau has reported that 
six leading insurance firms have 
been mulching policy holders of $25 
million a year in health insurance. 
The “advance fee” racket in real 
estate, according to Sen. Henry 
Jackson, involves about 70 firms 
which net some $50 million annual- 
ly in pilfering the public. The sur- 
plus cheese scandal was quickly 
hushed in the press for it involved 
such big advertisers as Borden, 
Kraft, Cudahy and Armour who 
sold tons of cheese to the Govern- 
ment at 37 cents a pound, then 
bought it back for 34% cents a 
pound without its ever having left 
their warehouses. These companies 
eventually repaid the Government 
$1,300,000. This was all in a “price 
support” deal which was supposed 
to help the farmers! 

Norman Jaspen, head of a well- 
known management _ engineering 
firm, reports that often when his 
firm is called in to treat a sick 
business, they find that the com- 
pany is being bled white by dishon- 
est Officials within the organization. 
In a report distributed throughout 
the United Features Syndicate, Jas- 
pen stated, “American business is 
being robbed from within to the 
tune of about a billion dollars a 
year — at least. And, in addition, 
business is weighted down with sev- 
eral billions worth of bribes and 
pay-offs. The eventual burden for 
all of this dishonesty is borne by the 
consumer. We have to make up all 
this swindling by paying higher 
prices for everything we buy. The 
overall price levels could be re- 
duced as much as 15 per cent if 
there were a revival of honesty. 
Dishonesty among the rank and file 
of employees is no small factor but 
the big losses can be traced directly 
to the supervisory and management 
levels, either through outright theft 
and manipulation, bribes or crim- 
inal indifference.” 

Mr. Jaspen cited instances: The 
manager of a multi-million dollar 
food chain took kick-backs ranging 
from five to ten per cent, by accept- 
ing inferior grades of products 


from distributors while authorizing 
payment for prime or premium 
grades. The manager of a major 
cigarette distributor arranged for 
the printing of counterfeit sales tax 


stamps and collected some $50,000 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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a million railroad workers. In fact, during this year, no less than 287 wage 
pacts involving 3.5 million workers will be renegotiated. 

OUR EMPHASIS ON THE SPIRITUAL in these analyses does 
not spring from any feeling of piety. It is simply that, in our effort to keep 
our readers informed of these ever-changing economic trends that affect 
our lives and fortunes, we continuously rediscover afresh that man is a 
spiritual being and that most of his failures and disappointments arise 
from his spiritual failures, and his joys and achievements from doing the 
will of God. 


THE CALL FOR WORLD CHRISTIAN UNITY? 


(In dealing with subjects related to the Roman Church, we seek to report briefly on 
those factors of lasting significance, which are, for various reasons, ignored or suppressed in the 
usual news channels. Because such information is seldom permitted to reach the average Roman 
Catholic layman, we are occasionally accused of being “‘anti-Catholic’’ for publishing such ma- 
terial. These accusations do dishonor to the host of noble priests and laymen of the Roman 
Church who have fought valiantly through the centuries that truth and divine love might 
have supremacy over political self-seeking and dogmatic opinion within the church. To report 
on these heroic struggles is to be pro-Catholic in the highest sense, for it has been these en- 
lightened forces within the church which have brought forth the church’s greatest spiritual and 
cultural gifts to mankind.) 

HE world Roman Catholic Ecumenical Council, called by Pope John 

for this year, is to be dedicated to uniting the Christian world, to 
bringing Protestants and others back to Rome, according to the Pope’s an- 
nouncement. While Christian unity should be the prayer and hope of every 
churchman, we regret that Roman-Protestant unity is remote as long as 
the Roman Church puts man-decreed dogma above Scriptural record, 
which is the historic dividing line between the faiths. Roman Catholic his- 
torians freely concede that papal infallibility, the Assumption of Mary, 
the Immaculate Conception of Mary (not to be confused with the Virgin 
birth of Jesus) and other dogmas were proclaimed centuries after the 
Scriptures were completed. It is for this reason that in recent years Catholic 
theologians have taught that the Roman Church’s authority is superior to 
that of the Scriptures, which is anathema to Protestants and to the Eastern 
Orthodox Catholics. 


WORLDWIDE POLITICAL OVERTONES are inherent in the 
Pope’s call for an ecumenical council. A study of the history of such coun- 
cils reveals that most if not all of them have signaled serious discord within 
the church which called for an effort to close ranks in the hierarchy before 
the world position of the church was further weakened. The last such 
Council, in 1869, was featured by the declaration of the infallibility of the 
Pope in all moral and spiritual matters. This doctrine sought to settle the 
bitter dissensions in the hierarchy at that time by increasing the papal au- 
thority, although several leading Roman bishops opposed the doctrine, 
some standing against it to the end. This council was finally broken up by 
the Italian national army which occupied Rome in the campaign to unify 
Italy, long divided by the quarreling papal states. (The Council of Trent, 
1545 A. D., the Council of Constance, 1414 A. D., and other such gath- 
erings climaxed heated conflicts between the many claimants to the papal 
throne — some contests not ending without bloodshed. The Encyclopedia 
Britannica and other standard reference works describe these councils.) 

WHAT ARE THE REAL REASONS for calling a new Roman 
Council? Authoritative observers in and out of the Roman church ascribe 
(1) the political instability of France, Italy and Spain; (2) the revolutionary 
upsurge through all Latin America; (3) the problem of millions of Roman 
Catholics behind the Iron Curtain. ; 

IN ITALY AND FRANCE, although economic recovery has led to 
a decline of Communist influence, the church has not regained the popu- 
lar support it lost as the left-wing forces rose to ascendency after World 
War II. For years the two leading Marxist parties in Italy have worked 
in a coalition that has repeatedly brought Italy to the brink of Communist 
control, situations soft-pedaled in news reports here, yet viewed with alarm 
in every Western capital. The Italian Communist party, in league with the 
Socialist party, many of whose members are Marxists, has had the support 
of about 37 per cent of the Italian voters in all elections since World War 
II, save the last one when the Communist-Socialist Marxist vote was 33 per 
cent. The Fanfani regime fell in Rome on Jan. 27 because the ruling party, 
the Christian Democrats, could not maintain a majority against the Socialists 
and Communists. The Roman Church claims 97 per cent of the population 
which means that over one-third of the Roman Catholics in Italy usual!y 
vote Communist rather than support the church-endorsed Christian Demo- 
cratic party! Devout Catholic priests and laymen have inaugurated pro- 
grams to win the working class back to the church but the Vatican has op- 


posed all such efforts as “secular.” 

(Dr. Mario Einaudi, head of the Dept. of Government at Cornell, edited an authoritative 
study on this subject, titled Communism in Western Europe, published by Cornell Univ. Press; 
his book Christian Democracy in Italy and France also provides useful background material.) 


IN FRANCE, the situation has been only a little less threatening 


to the church. About 27 per cent of the French voters have supported the 
(continued third col., NEXT page) 





Reformations 


(continued) 

a year in dishonest profit. In the 
mid-West the merchant-manager of 
a large variety chain store group 
often arranged to have shipments 
delivered directly to his house in- 
stead of to the stores. He then sold 
the goods through other channels. 
The prosperous business agent of a 
large Philadelphia concern admits 
accepting five to seven per cent 
gratuities or kick-backs from com- 
panies with whom he placed orders. 
The trusted manager of a big N. Y. 
hardware wholesaler confessed to 
removing merchandise which he 
sold through private channels and 
also to pilfering his company in oth- 
er ways. In Boston, the purchasing 
agent for a hotel chain admitted 
taking kick-backs ranging from 
three to ten per cent on total pur- 
chases exceeding $2 million a year. 
The manager of a store in Kansas 
City, who had held his post for 20 
years, confessed to systematically 
stealing and re-selling merchandise 
amounting to $22,000 annually. 
The foreman of a warehouse in 
Texas conceded, “I have stolen 
from $25. to $50. a day practically 
every day for the past seven years.” 
The traffic manager of a Louisiana 
textile firm admitted, “Over the past 
15 years I have been accepting gra- 
tuities in cash from transportation 
companies for swinging business 
their way. One large company sends 
me a check for $1,000 the first 
Monday of every month.” 


The business engineering firm 
concluded, “Most dishonesty does 
not involve the lesser paid, lower 
skilled worker who might feel he 
has a right to supplement his earn- 
ings as best he can. On the basis of 
more than 30 years experience, we 
know that about 80 per cent of all 
losses may be attributed to the su- 
pervisory and executive personnel 
of the corporations.” 

Many social scientists are con- 
vinced that much of the racketeer- 
ing among the labor leaders — 
small men who were unaccustomed 
to handling large sums of money — 
has been the result of their observ- 
ance of the easy-going attitudes to- 
ward law-breaking and _ corrupt 
practices in the business circles with 
which they have been associated. 





WORDS WE SHARE: “As for 
me .... I am against bigness and 
greatness in all their forms, and 
for the invisible molecular forces 
that work from individual to in- 
dividual, stealing in through the 
crannies of the world like so many 
soft rootlets, or like the capillary 
oozing of water, and yet rending 
the hardest monuments of man’s 
pride if you give them time .. . .” 

— William James 


The UN & the Legion 


The American Legion is continu- 
ing, through unscrupulous and un- 
just charges, to attack the United 
Nations, particularly UNESCO, on 
the ground that it is “communistic.” 
At the same time the Communists 
were out to wreck UNESCO on the 
ground that it is anti-Communist, 
anti-Seviet and pro-Capitalist! Ros- 
coe Drummond, noted columnist, 
openly states that the “evidence” 
which the American Legion pieced 
together to suggest that UNESCO 
was “pro-Communist” has never 
stood up against any factual test. 


A few years ago, the American 
Legion appointed a special commit- 
tee of its members, some of them 
eminent attorneys, to investigate 
and substantiate charges that UNE- 
SCO was communistic. This com- 
mission reported a year later that 
the UNESCO was free of Commu- 
nist influence and was doing much 
to retard the growth of communism 
throughout the world. Faced with 
this report of its own committee of 
inquiry, the Legion commander 
suppressed the report and never let 
it get to the floor of the conven- 
tion! Successive Legion command- 
ers have continued to suppress the 
report and to repeat their attacks. 

The Legion and other right-wing 
fanatical groups have likewise la- 
beled as “communistic” the United 
Nations International Children’s 
Emergency Fund. These charges 
are based on the fact that UNICEF 
provides food and medicines for 
children on both sides of the Iron 
Curtain. Since there are countries 
from behind the Iron Curtain which 
are members of the United Nations, 
the UNICEF program includes all 
children who suffer from disease 
and hunger, irrespective of politics. 





Emphasis on Peace: An interna- 
tional convention of the Disciples 
of Christ, meeting in St. Louis, 
adopted a resolution proposing the 
admission of Red China to the 
United Nations, urging universal 
disarmament under a UN inspec- 
tion system that would enforce a 
suspension of the nuclear weapons 
tests; called upon its thousands of 
churches to use their influence to 
strengthen the United Nations as 
“the world’s greatest single political 
hope for peace.” The Disciples 
joined the national Presbyterian 
body in a stand that shifts the em- 
phasis from war preparation to in- 
ternational cooperation for peace. 





Changing Your Address? 


let Us Know: The Post Office will not 
forward copies and we cannot send du- 
plicates of copies that go astray. PLEASE 
. . . before you move, send us your new 
address and, if possible, an address label 
from a back copy. If label isn’t available, 
send new and old address to Between The 








Lines, 152 Madison Ave., N. Y. 16, N. Y. 





X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


Communists in all elections since World War II, except the last one which 
brought de Gaulle to power. But with the decline of Communist influence 
under de Gaulle, the church has failed to recapture popular support, 
though enormous pressure has been exerted on the de Gaulle party organ- 
ization. This resistance to the church’s influence is symbolized in the per- 
son of de Gaulle’s most important deputy, Jacques Soustelle, who is a 
Protestant. And there are only about 60,000 Protestants among 50 million 
Frenchmen. (Reporter Magazine, Dec. 11.) The most notable effort to win 
the French working class back to the church has been the worker-priest 
movement which sought to recapture popular support for the church by 
sending groups of young priests into the mills and mines as laborers, the 
clergymen resuming clerical robes only on the Sabbath. But this movement 
split the French hierarchy and the Vatican denounced the worker-priests, 
although numbers of them continue their labors in open defiance of the 
Vatican’s orders. (See The Christian Century, Sept. 16 & 30, 1953.) 

SPAIN IS EXPLOSIVE in both a political and religious sense. 
Many leading Roman Catholic laymen in the U. S. have expressed their 
distress over the way the Roman hierarchy in Spain has remained hand-in- 
glove with the tyranny of Franco. (See Report from Spain by Emmet 
Hughes, distinguished Catholic layman. Mr. Hughes was for several years 
Eisenhower’s chief speech writer.) The recent wave of arrests of scores of 
young Spanish lawyers, educators, even businessmen, highlights the rising 
popular resentment against Franco’s dictatorship. (N. Y. Times, Dec. 6 & 
10.) Many of those arrested are from wealthy families, long closely associ- 
ated with the church. The N. Y. Times correspondent called them “the 
cultural and intellectual leaders of all Spaniards under 40.” Many young 
priests have also expressed anger over these arrests, yet the Spanish hier- 
archy continues to support Franco, and the ribbons and medals awarded 
by the Vatican to Franco fill a show-case in his Madrid palace. 

THE ALLIANCE OF THE CHURCH with great wealth is espe- 
cially brought into focus by the revolutions in our hemisphere. Latin 
American dictators, like Franco, have traditionally found their major sup- 
port in the Catholic hierarchy. Yet all through Latin America, young 
priests and the younger bishops are now swinging support to the liberal 
revolutionaries — as to Castro in Cuba — while the Vatican remains mute 
about its long alliances with Latin American dictatorships past and present. 
It is obvious that the hierarchy in Rome must redesign many of its policies 
or face mounting discord among young enlightened members of the clergy, 
scores of whom, by their ability and devotion, have attained leadership in 
the church in their states, and whom the Vatican can no longer ignore. 

BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN, a stalemate exists between the 
Vatican and many Roman Catholics and not a few of the clergy. Tne 
cnurca in Eastern Europe, as in Latin America, has been intimately as- 
sociaied with both the tanded aristocracy and the indusirial aristocracy, 
which were swept out with the Communist revolution. The Roman hier- 
archy has long worked closely with the remnants of these aristocracies as 
they found retuge in the West, working towards the day when the Com- 
munist party rule would be broken and the old order re-established. Thus 
the Roman hierarchy heroizes the cardinals of old Hungary, Yugoslavia, 
Poland. (Mindszenty, Stepinac, etc.) But the new generation of Roman 
Catholics in Poland, Germany and Czechoslovakia are demanding a new 
outiook. They hope to be rid of Communist tyranny some day but that 
doesn’t mean they want the restoration of the old order, which was in 
league with the Roman hierarchy. “Accept the social revolution that has 
come. Give us priests and bishops that understand the present and see the 
future” — this is today’s demand. There are many Catholics throughout 
the world who echo this cry. It is safe to say that a deep revolutionary 
current is stirring in the great Roman Church. There will be much news 
about the world Roman Catholic Church this year, and these rarely men- 
tioned factors will be paramount issues behind the news. 


TURNING OF THE TIDE ? 

HE CESSATION of atom-loaded U.S. bomber runs towards the So- 
viet frontiers, reported by Air Force commanders (AP, Jan 31), 
marks the first move by our military to ease the pressure of U.S. weapons 
against the Soviet perimeter. For over ten years, without a let-up, the U.S. 
military has steadily increased the array of destructive weapons kept at- 
the-ready in areas adjacent to Soviet territories. This system has been cli- 
maxed by the maintenance aloft, day and night, of squadrons of U.S. 
bombers, so that, in the event of sudden war, our retaliation forces would 

be already off the ground, and on their way towards Russian targets. 

Does this mark the turning of the tide? 





